


Moises Casales:   
‘We Had Hope and We 

Didn’t Give Up!’
f you and your neighbors lost 
the land beneath your homes, 
would you stick together? Would 

you build a new community? These 
were the questions we faced when 
our multicultural community of 108 
families was displaced when Garden 
Springs Mobile Home Park was sold 
to build a luxury apartment complex. 
Relocation meant not only economic 
hardship, but separation from our 
neighbors on whom we depended for 
day-care, transportation and support.

At first, we organized and I started to 
attend meetings because we wanted 
to fight the eviction. We had agreed 
to stay and block the bulldozers 
whenever they arrived. Later we 
thought it was too risky, and maybe 
pointless. So we moved with my 
brother and his family. My brother 
had found a used mobile home for 
$4,000 in another manufactured 
home park; he sold his car to buy 
it. When we left our home, a 1972 
model, it had to be destroyed, and 
our savings with it.

At one of the meetings several of us 
agreed to continue to participate, 

even after moving. “If there is any 
hope, I will continue.” We continued 
to organize, and 43 families formed 
“People of Hope, Inc” with a mission 
to build Georgia’s first permanently 
affordable, resident-controlled 
manufactured home community. I 
joined the Board of Directors to help 
raise funds to build our own park. 
We have purchased 13 acres of land 
and are now beginning to build the 
infrastructure. People of Hope’s park 
will be different from other parks 
I’ve lived in because we are going to 
manage it ourselves. 

The town belongs to the people. We 
will create the rules together, and I 
will know my neighbors, who are like 
family after all we have gone through. 
Like in the family, you help each other 
and you become stronger. We find 
our way together, and each person 
brings his or her own talents. We have 
carpenters, mechanics, construction 
workers, plumbers, painters, welders, 
etc. We are motivated, we have hope, 
and we don’t give up. I am learning 
a lot. I have learned computers, 
internet, family finances, and I have 
learned how to teach others.
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